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T A L 

Two tripods call in antick mould. 

With two great talents of the fined gold. Dryden. 

2. Faculty ; power; gilt of nature. A metaphor borrowed 
from the talents mentioned in the holy writ. 

Many who knew the treafurcr’s talent in removing preju¬ 
dice, and reconciling nimfelf to’ wavering aficii lions, believed 
the lofs of the duke was unfeafonablc. Clarendon. 

He is chiefly to be considered in his three different talents, 
as a critick, fatyrift, and writer of odes. Dry den. 

’Tis not my talent to conceal my thoughts, 

Or carry fmiles and funfhine in my face. 

When di {content fits heavy at my heart. Addifon's Cate. 

They are out of their element, and logick is none of their 
talent. Baker s Rifle (lions on Learning. 

Perlbns who poflefs the true talent of raillery are like 
comets ; they are lcldom feen, and all at once admired and 
feared. Female Quixote. 

3. Qualify ; nature. An improper and miflaken ul'c. 

Though the nation generally was without any ill talent to 
the church in doflrine or difciplinc, yet they were not with¬ 
out a jealouly that popery was not enough difcountcnanccd. 

Clarendon. 

It is the talent of human nature to run from one extreme 
to another. Swift. 

Ta'li'sman. n.f [I know not whence derived: tTsit/xk, 
Skinner.] A magical character. 

If the phyficians would forbid us to pronounce gout, rheu- 
matifm. and Hone, would that ferve like fo many tallymans 
to deftroy the dilcafes. Swift. 

Of talif>nans and figils knew the power. 

And careful watch’d the planetary hour. Pope. 

Tausma'n'ICK. adj. [from talifman.y Magical. 

The figure of a heart bleeding upon an altar, or held in 
the hand of a Cupid, has always been looked upon as talij- 
manick in drefles of this nature. Addifolds Sped. 

To Talk. v. n. [taelen, Dutch.] 

1. To fpeak in converlation ; to fpeak fluently and familiarly; 
not in fet fpeeches; to convcrfe. 

I will buy with you, fell with you, talk with you ; but I 
will not eat with you. Shakfpeare. 

Now is this vice’s dagger become a fquire, and talks as 
familiarly of John of Gaunt as if he had been fworn. brother 
to him ; and he never law him but once. Sbakefp. Henry, W. 

The princes refrained talking , and laid their hand on their 
mouth. Job xxix. 9. 

The children of thy people dill talk againft thee. Ezek. 
If I talk much, they {hall lay their hands upon their mouth. 

iPtfd.y iii. 12. 

Here free from court-complianccs lie walks. 

And with himl'elf, his bed adviler, talks. JValler. 

As God remembers that wc are but Hefh, unable to bfcar 
the nearer approaches of divinity, and fo talks with us as once 
with Mofes through a cloud ; fo he forgets not that he breath¬ 
ed into us breath of life, a vital active (pint. Decay of Piety. 

Mention the king of Spain, he talks very notably ; but if 
you go out of the Gazette you drop him. Addifon. 

2. To prattle; to fpeak impertinently. 

Hypocrites aullerely talk 

Of purity. 

My heedlefs tongue has talk'd away this life. 

3. To give account. 

The cryftallinc fphere, whofe balance weighs 
The trepidation talk'd. Milton. 

The natural hiftories of Switzerland talk much of the fall 
of thefe rocks, and the great damage done. Addifon. 

We will coniider whether Adam had any fuch heir as our 
author talks of. Locke. 

4. To fpeak ; to reafon ; to confer. 

Let mo talk with thee of thy judments. Jer. xii. I. 

Will ye fpeak wickedly for God, and talk deceitfully for 
him ? ' x ‘‘i. 7. 

It is difficult talk to talk to the purpofe, and to put life and 
pcrfpicuity into our difeourfes. Collier on Pride. 

Talking over the things which you have read with your 
companions fixes them upon the mind. Watts. 

Talk. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Oral convcrfadon ; fluent and familiar fpccch. 

We do remember; but our argument 
Is all too heavy to admit much talk. Sbakcfpeare. 

Perceiving his foldiers difmayed, he forbad them to have 
any talk with the enemy. Knolles s Hifl. op the Turks. 

How can he get wildom that driveth oxen, is occupied in 
their labours, and whofe talk is of bullocks i Eeclu . xxxviii. 

This ought to weigh with thole whofe reading is defigned 
for much talk and little knowledge. Locke. 

In various talk th’ inftruclivc hours they pad, 

Who gave the ball, or paid the vifit lad. Pope. 

2. Report; rumour. 

I hear a talk up and down of railing our money, as a means 
to retain our wealth, and keep our money from being carried 
away. Locke. 


Milton. 

Rowe. 


T A L 

3. Subject of difeourfe. 

What delight to be by fuch extoll’d. 

To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 

Of whom to be delpis’d were no final 1 praiib ? ' Jar,). 

Talk. n.f. [talc, Fr.] ' :r " 

Stones com poled of plates are generally parallel, and ffcxi 
blc and eladick: as, talk, cat-filver or glimmer, 0 f which 
there are three forts, the yellow or golden, the white or f, 
very, and the black. Woodward's Foffih 

Venetian talk kept in a heatef a glafs furnace; after all the 
remaining body, though brittle and difcolourcd, had not loft 
much of its bulk, and feemed nearer of kin to tali, than men* 
earth. n'y 

Ta'lkative. adj. [from talk.] Full of prate; loquacious^’ 
If I have held you overlong, lay hardly the fruit unon mv 
old age, which in its dilpofitioii is talkative. ‘Sidr ’ 

This may prove an indru&ivc leflbn to the difaffiefred, not 
to build any hopes on the talkative zealots of their party. 

I am alhamed I cannot make a quicker progrefs^huhe 
French, where everybody is fo courteous and talkative, dll 

The coxcomb bird fo talkative and grave, 

That from his cage cries cuckold, whore, and knave • 
Though many a padenger he rightly call, 

You hold him no philofopher at all. p.. f 

Ta'lkativeness. n.J. [from talkative.] Loquacity mm, 
lity ; fulnefs of prate. ' ’ £ 

Wc call ihis talkativenefs a feminine vice ; but he that fhall 
appropiiate loquacity to women, may perhaps fometimes 
need to light Diogenes’s candle to feck a man. Gov. Tongue. 

Learned women have loft all credit by their impertinent 
talkativenefs and conceit. Swift. 

Ta'lkf.r. n.f. [from talk.] 

1. One who talks. 

Let me give for inftance fome of thofe writers or talkers 
who deal much in the words nature or fate. IVatts. 

2 . A loquacious perfon ; a pratlcr. 

Keep me company but two years. 

Thou flialt not know the found of thine own tongue. 

—Farewcl, I’ll grow a talker for this jeer. SbakeJpeare. 
If it were dcfirable to have a child a more brifk talker, 
ways might be found to make him fo; but a wife father had 
rather his foil flioulJ be ufeful when a man, than pretty com¬ 
pany. Locke on Education. 

3. A boafter ; a bragging fellow. 

The greatelt talkers in the days of peace, have been the 
mod puftllanimous in the day of temptation. Taylor. 

Ta'lky. adj. [from talk.] Confiding of talk ; refembling talk. 
The talky flakes in the ftrata were all formed before the 
fubfidencc, along with the land. Woodward on Foffih. 

Tall. adj. [tdl, Welfh.J 

1. High in ftature. 

Bring word, how tall flic is. Sbak. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Two of nobler fliape, 

Erect and tall. Milton. 

2 . High; lofty. 

Winds rufii’d abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vext wildernofs, whofe t a lief pines, 

Though rooted deep as high, and fturdieft oaks 
Bow’d their ltift" necks. Milton's Par. Reg. I), iv* 

May they encreafe as faft, and fpread their boughs, 

As the high fame of their great owner grows: 

May he live long enough to fee them all 
Dark Ihadows call, and as his palace tall / 

Methinks I fee the love that lhall be made, 

The lovers walking in that am’rous fhade. 

3. Sturdy; lufty. 

I’ll I'wcar thou art a tall fellow of thy hands, and that thou 
wilt not be drunk ; but I know thou art no tall fellow of thy 
hands, and that thou wilt be drunk; but I would thou woolui 
be a tall fellow of thy hands. Shakcfp. Winter s Tale. 

Ta'llace. n.f. [taillage, French.] Impoft; cxcile. 

"I'lie people of Spain were better affected unto Philip o 130 
to Ferdinando, becaufe he had impofcd upon them many 
taxes and tallages. Bacon's.Henry 

Ta'llow. n.J. [ teilge, Danifli.] The gr?afc or fat of an am* 
mal; liict. 

She’s the kitchen wench and all greafe ; and I know 1,0 ^ 
what life to put her to, but to make a lamp of hejy ani ru ^ 
from her by her own light. I warrant her rags, and ‘f 
low in them, will burn a Lapland winter. Seaajfcr • 

In Cuba and Hifpaniola are killed diver* thou:and>, ( 
the Spaniards only take the tallow or the hide. ^ :jl *i'iiakc 

Swift. 

the noutt.l To greafe; to (tti&t 

Qn« 


Waller. 


Snufi' the candles clofc to the tallow, which 
them run. 

To I A'uow.-t 1 , a. [from 

with tallow. . _ , 

T a'llowch a v DLER. n.f. [tallow and chandelier, * r- J 
who makes candles ol t.dlow, not of wax. 
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T A M 

Naftinefs, and fevera! nafly trades, as taF.owchandlers, 
butchers, and neglect of cleuniing of gutters, are great oc- 
cafions of a plague. \ Harvey on the Plague. 

Ta'ily. n.f. [from tailler, to cut, Fr.] 

I A flick notched or cut in conformity to 
’ ufed to keep accounts by. 

So right his judgment was cut fit. 

And made a tally to his wit. 

The only talents in efleem at prefent 
change-A"!ley ; one tally is worth a grove of bays. 

Have you not feen a baker’s maid 
Between two equal panniers fway’d ? 

Her rallies ufelefs lie and idle. 

If plac’d exactly in the middle. 

From his rug the fkew’r he takes* 

And on the flick ten equal notches makes; 

With juft refentment flings it on the ground, 

There take mv tally of ten thoul’and pound. Swift. 

2. Any thing made to fuit another. 

So luited in their minds and perfons, 

That they were fram’d the tallies for each other: 

If any alien love had interpos’d, 

It mull have been an eye-lore to beholders. Dryden. 

ToTally. v. a. [from the noun.] To fit; to fuit; to cut 
cut for any thing. 

Nor filter either had, nor brother; 

They feem’d juft tally d for each other. Prior. 

They 2re not fo well tallied to the prefent junflure. Pope. 

To Ta'lly. v. n. 'Fo be fitted ; to conform; to be fuitable. 
I found pieces of tiles that exactly tallied with the chan¬ 
nel. Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

Ta'lmud. ? n.f. The book containing the Jewiih tradi- 

Tha'j.mud. £ tions, the rabbinical conftitutions and expli¬ 
cations of the law. 

Ta'lness. ii.f. [from tall.] Height of ftature; procerity. 

An hideous giant, horrible and high, 

That with his talnefs feem’d to threat the fl:y. Fairy Qu. 
The eyes behold fo many naked bodies, as for talnefs of 
ftature could hardly he equalled in any country. Hayward. 

Ta'lgn. n.f. [talon, French. J The claw of a bird of prey. 

It may be tried, whether birds may not he made to have 
greater or longer talons. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

Upward the noble bird directs his wing, 

And tow’rtng round his maftcr’s earth-born foes, 

Swift he collects his fatal flock of ire. 

Lifts his fierce talon high, and darts the forked fire. Prior. 

Ta'marind tree. n.J. [ tamarindus , Lat.] 

The flower of the tamarind tree confifts of fevera] leaves, 
which are fo placed as to rclembic a papilionaceous one in 
fome meafure ; but thefe expand circularly, from whole 
many leaved flower-cup rifes the pointal, which afterward 
becomes a flat pod, containing many flat angular feeds fur- 
rounded with an acid blackifit pulp. Miller. 

Lenitives ate caffia, tamarinds , manna. JPlfcmem's Surgery. 

Lay me reclin’d 

Beneath the fpreading tamarind that {hakes, 

Fan’d by the breeze its fever-cooling fruit. Tbomfon. 

Ta'marisk. n.f. [tamarifee, Lat.] 

The flowers of the tamarifk are rofaceous, confiding of 
fevera] leaves, which are placed orbicularly ; from whofe 
flower-cup riles the pointal, which afterward becomes a pod, 
fomewhat like thole of the fallow, which opens into two 
parts, and contains fcveral downy feeds. Miller. 

Tamarifk is a tree that grows tali, and its wood is medi- 
c ‘ nak Mortimer's Hujlandry. 

Iambarike. n.f. [iambourin, Fr.] A tabor; a fniall drum. 

Calliope with mules tnoe. 

Soon as thy oaten pipe began, to found, 

Their ivory lutes and tambar nes forego. Spenfer's Paf. 
[*anic, Saxon m 9 tacin 9 Dutch \ tcuti 9 Danifli. J 
domeftick. 


tame 

i. Not wild 


1 hales the Milciian faid, That of all wild beafts a tyrant 
is the worft, and of all tame beafts a flatterer. Addifon. 

*’£"**; ftibducd ; deprefled; dejected; fpiritlefs; heart- 

If you Ihould need a pin, 

You could not with more tame a tongue defire it. Shakefp. 

And now their pride and mettle is afleep, 

Their courage with hard labour tame and dull. Sbakefp 
A mod poor man made tame to fortune’s blows, Jt " 
Who by the art of known and feeling forrows. 

Am pregnant to good pity. _ ° SbakeJ. King Lear. 

1 rafle him each favage furious beaft, 

That on his flores do daily fcaft ; 

And you tame Haves of the laborious plough, 

StXmIrc Weary kMeCS a y ° Ur CrC:it ° r bow * Rofcommon. 
To T J unanimated : as, a tame poem. A low phrafe 

Dutch!f Goth,ck ' tcmcan » Saxon; t'am- 

'■ Io rcdu cc from wildnefs ; to reclaim ; to make gentle. 

I hole that tame wild liorles, 


TAN 


Face ’em not in their hands to make ’em gentle ; 

But flop their mouths with ftubborn bits. Shakefpearc. 
2 . To fubdue ; to crufh ; to deprefs ; to conquer. 

If the heavens do not their vilible (pitits 
Send quickly down to tame the offences, 

Humanity muft perforce prey on itfelf. Sbakefp. King Lear. 
The) - cannot tame 

Or overcome their riches ! not by making 

Baths, orchards, fi(h-pools, letting in of fcas 

Here, and then there forcing them out again. B. fohnfdn. 

A puling cuckold, would drink up 
The lees and dregs of a flat tamed piece. Sbakefpeare. 

A race unconquer’d, by their clime mad6 bold* 

The Caledonians arm’d with want and cold. 

Have been kept for you to tame. Waller. 

Ta’meable. adj. [from tame. ] Sufceptive of taming. 

Ganzas are fuppolcd to be great fowls, of a ftrong flight, 
and calily tameable ; divers of which may be fo brought up as 
to join together in carrying the weight of a man. Wilkins. 
Ta'mely. adj. [from tamed] Not wildly ; meanly; fpiritlefly. 
True oh dience, of this madnefs cur’d, 

Stoop tamely to the foot of majefty. Shake /’. Henry IV. 

What courage tamely could to death confcnt. 

And not by linking firft the blow prevent. Drydtn. 

Once a champion of renown, 

So tamely can you bear the ravifti’d crown ? Dryden. 

Has he given way ? 

Did he look tamely on and let them pafs ? Aldifon. 

Can you love and reverence your prelate, whom you tamely 
fuffer to he abufed. Swift . 

Ta'menESS. n.f. [from tame.] 
t. The quality of being tame; not wildnefs* 

2. Want of fpirits; timidity. 

Such a condiufr muft appear rather like tamenefs titan beau¬ 
ty, and expofe his authority to infults. Rogers. 

Ta'mer. n.f. [from tame .] Conqueror; fubduer. 

He, great tamer of all human art, 

Dulnels ! whole good old caufe I yet defend. Pope. 

7 a m 1 ny. n. f A woollen fluff. 

i amkxn. n.J'. The ftopple of the mouth of a great gun. 

Io 1 ,'mper. v. a. [of uncertain derivation, derived by Skin¬ 
ner from tempera, Latin.] 

1. To be bufy with phyfick. 

’Tis in vain 

To tamper with your crazy brain. 

Without trepanning of your fkull 

As often as the moon’s at full. Hudibras, p. ii. 

He tried wafltes to bring him to a better complexion but 
there was no good to be done; the very tampering caft him 
into a dileale. L'Ef range's Fables. 

2. I o meddle ; to have to do without fitnefs or neceflity. 

That key of knowledge, which fhould give us entrance 
into the rcceffcs of religion, is by fo much tampenn - and 
wrenching made ulclefs. Decay of Piety, 

' Tis dang’rous tampering with a mule. 

The profits final!, and you have much to lofe: 

For though true wit adorns your birth or place. 

Degenerate lines degrade the attainted race. Rofcommon. 
Earl Waltheof being overtaken with wine, engaged in a 
confpu acy ; but repenting next morning, repaired to the king, 
and d 1 {covered the whole matter: notwithftanding which he 
was beheaded upon the defeat of the confpiracy, for having 
but thus tar tampered in it. Addifon s Freeholder 

3. Io deal; to praclife with. 

Others tamper'd 

I or Fleet * ood, Defborough, and Lambert. Hudibras. 
■* °..f A ‘ s ‘ v ’ a - [ tannen, Dutch ; tamien, French.] 

1. I o impregnate or imbue with bark. 

A human fkull covered with the (kin, having been buried 
in lonie limy foil, was tanned or turned into a kind of lea- 

th ": , , Crew's Muf 

Black cattle produce tallow, hides, and beef; but the 
greateft part of the hides are exported raw for want of bark 
to tan them. ^ 

. * , he y, us t ft eir bark at a good price for tannin« our hides 

imokajher. sjjr, MIJul. 

2. 1 o imbrown by the fun. ' J . J 

His face all tam'd with fcorching funny ray, 

As he had travell’d many a Summer’s day 
I hrough boiling fands of Araby and Ind. Fa. 

Like fun parch’d quarters on the city gates 
Such is thy tam'd fkin’s lamentable ftate. 

A brown for which heaven would difband 
The galaxy, and ftars be taim'd. 

Taste for taken, ta'en. 

iane fr0m th ’ Eaft and Webern fhore. 

And both thofe nations twice triumphed o’er. Alov's k' : ^ir 
Takg. n.f. [tqpgbe, Dutch, acrid. 1 ^ysktrg. 

1. A firong tafte; a tafte left in the mouth. 

.niif. .ken into the foul, is l.kc a liquor poured into a vef- 
Al; fo much of « as ,t fills it alf„ feaVons: fo that althounh 

tijlj 


b. 


tonne. 


Cleavclani, 
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